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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

OFFICE OF RESEARCH AND REPORTS

WARNING

This material contains information affecting the National Defense of the United States within
the meaning of the espionage laws, Title 18, USC, Secs. 793 and 794, the transmission or
revelation of which in any manner to an unauthorized person is prohibited by law.
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M curreat crtttoal oitustions 1n Tacs and South Vietoan emphmstze e pria-
theast Rsia and the sirong Iaflus
exerted by corta o e catvurat e

Shetacles to cononic and military sctivity, sad cultural complexity sxerts a
‘hamper the development of natlonsl

solidartel

Terratn

e terrain of the arce fron the vestorn lintts of the Korat Platesu to the

const o Uhe South Chdna Sen Zorsy @ petiorn of altemmating highlands od lov-

Lands, orlented spproximtely nc Ta gones

1o relattvely cusy, ot Teast Guring the ey veatony Bk e ertrensty ittt
arcas st sll tizes.

tern border of the Xorat Platess 1o formed by a sertes of Steep zour
Cormed an effective berrier beveen the

forests of the Region, and the ubiquitous rice-paddy dikes, which nay be as mch
a5 b feet n holght.

The Yekong Valley, vhich borders the Khorat Platesu on the north and east,
South Ciina Sea. N

of tho ighacds and vordering e South Chioa e 1o the constal
b extonds tin sengin of Totockioa." Fhis Toviaed has becn. the tradicionas 1 nurm—
Vosth zouse in Vietnan, ad 1t TeLLL otfers the best Loogieudisal lices of

fieation botween orth snd South Vietnan. Altaough the coastal plain i gonerally
level, outliers of the edjolning highlands cacroach upon 1t n places, I
Tottlinacks o navural lines of Gefense.

oreorandm, the ters “egion” 5as boen used in & dooee ense
o aenote those courtries that comprised former French Indochina plus the Hhorat
rmm of sevtheast Tatlacd, vhich ‘s et intiuded priscipaily for Logiseic
rea 4 geogruphic information on the {ndividul countries,
TeaCEA R G Sovh, Sosth Vicoaaa 15 October 1560; CIA/RR @i 53-8, Laot, 3
September 1959; and CIA/R GR 59-2, Northesst Thatlasd, Jamuary 1959
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Clirate

ropioal monsoenal. liate, commen to the Region, 1o omo of the cort re-

mmm o e st sl Guracterizel by 1 fumer sty o

) rcguht.nry effest on the everyday 1ife
utlitary sctivities

e pensnot e ekt

sumor rad on, fxcn about Jme until Septesber, torrontial
rosns Soets e sivors ava cuuee Flonting one

Ly T Gepentent eneieLSy o Stansport 1y contien o shear

With the cessaticn of the rains in September or October, the rivers shrink
&nd loods recede, the days becone clear axd relatively cool, and travel con-
aitions are st an optimm. In Foustaln valleys, hovever, morning foge my still
estriot air travel

In Yarch and Apris, datly temeratures becooe sxcessively high the gromd

perches, &taosphere beconas ha: o
Bera the Fivos sesocieted vith e 'sladh and burn
T haze mmy be dense encugh to prevent air recomnaiss
FPeople

popelaticn cf the Seglox 1s Saactarised by othaographic ol related
m@mm comlocty (s tap 2383)._ s complectty in e
cultural disparities rorent D iopard
Sencan vy simen cxveral Santfestations sech a8 recomiTabLe diiferences in
6 of

iraaicioml sribal clothing, and serve as deterrents to the achievesent

‘national solidarity.

e sophisticated nationm:

Taotians, Coxb

countries live in the d areas (see ¥ap 29837, wnich skowi
t1on density by initive trival pooples o
Tegion are sperse] o adfotning , 0 re 15 o
20 altitudinal stratification of the different tritel grows. Jati:
s do not effective e etimic groms in the Reglon, and culbur-

&1 atrinisies are likely to cutveigh the relatively poorly developed mational

e, the sophisticated lowland people have regarded the
upland tHivan pecpls vith Alsdain, Lalling then by such Asrogstory taras a6 M
("Slave” in Tactian) or Mot ('Savage" in Victnanese). Govermuent officials and
sesbers of o pper classes bave ipected mmtlity and sorvility from them but
Zave largely ignored the social and sconoxic moeds of the trival people. Thic
st ot -\.,mmw, 42 turn, bas cogendered anong then a feeling of resent-

antipathy tovard ihe nationsl govermuonts and mkes them particu-
Tarly suscepeibie. 5o anigoverasent propegRn.

dien ds the dostvast religion of the Region, bt 1t 1s o Duldhtsn por

eader,
cclectic in thetr bellef, folloring o a1y 1

Cathoticten, with doms 1-3/2 niliton edbereats i Totoan, 1o the daraest
on-Buddhist denontnation in the R

Eeanomy
fericutuure g6 the donians coomonic actintty throughout the Togion s

18 the ore e Tostants the pousast segagas n the ulsivasion

sescon for groving his crop. In the highlands tre far more prixitlve and precar-

ous "slach and burn’ sgriculture prevails, and the peasant depends salely upon
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precipitasion for grovtng bia &y rice. The loriands gmerally produce o surplas
e great

sugport Jarge guerriiia Sands, sush as the Comntat Viet Cong In the ekons

Tme case of the caronically poverty-stricken Kuorat Plateau is untque. Here,
the combination of infertile lateritic soils, en erratic reinfall that is often
ey

o0 1ittle and too late, and pr nethods, c
or: Ik of cupttal to tmrove techniques, bas resulted in frequent crop
fatiuren wad migery.  The lattist tondenctes atiibuted to the Teglon my be
traced 1n part to the restricting influemces of tho ervironment 1tself.

The zain mineral resources and modern dndustrial zanufecturing Tacllities of
the Region are currently Zouwd in North Vietnam (ses lep 20640). The esources

e South Vietoan deposit at Nong Son. Similar
of e plast st flam Dinh %o ined cepactties of
the two recently comloted textils plants in South Vietnax, which have a total
of sone 1ad1 e iphong Cenent Plant 15 5411l
pres Sout Acia. nos ere notably lacking in b
imown mineral resources sod mnufacturing facilites; altho & Chinese
Commmist financial grant, fes o1al production of

cotton textiles, paper, piyeood, aad cement are being constructed in Cembodis.
rensportati
of the area transportation factlities are inadequate

In most 1
txaftic oven Guring the dry season (see ¥ap 20636). Mheir iradequacy is ac-
comtunted 1 thn

gy

e rai northsouth Rovte 3. Cont nutnay be.vy ity arric
Caoidiy beeak s most. readbeds in the Region.

JFivare are impertact artertos of trav throughout the Reglon, General
x renge of avigibility scd consequently thelr wefulness 16 incresset 4

T v aceieg tEn rainy ea
Mir transport slso 1o extrensly {mestant to the Segton, particularty for

supplytag resote During the rainy season, hovever, Flylng conditions
aiTVoI1 s Getertoration of lanting ielio cun Ereatly curtail their wrility.

Future Disfioults

iehor o negotiated poltiical uettlenent of the Taobiun criele or 4y exten
£ighting vould be ‘uberet

sion af the e contr onplexitics of the
prizitive e ey ot sieat atviton wowld simoet ervainty be trase-
Eressed by ethnic afrinitics. ‘Hscalation’ of the fighting, with

larger conventional forces, vould tnvolve difficult supply provlens, vk

becons acute son. It the current fighting contimes into
ehe n, -ancfare tactics vill alsost necessari: e
Both sides vill have loglstical. prob cause sovere veather will Matt both

s and motorized vehicular treffic. In such clrcumstances, 'coolis’ und
Sniead transpart vl be indispensavla.
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T Mot River delta aras o Horth Vistoan ta & sctable wxcepion,
Bistorically the o ailed to neet the nseds of the dense population,
Viich bas Bad S0 Sapert Fice.
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T f
ap  Aren - vap  Ares
Province Moo (Sq.¥.) Peplavion 5| Province o, (s M) Population
Attopeu 12510 5,00 P Phuoe Tong B LT3 39,668
Crampassex nogm e || L) e mam 19 ook Gy
Hom Fhan PR 15000 faf—= o] P Ty % o 1)
§ w0 1 2 ¢ ha Yo 8 pE au
Luang Praveng 3 1b,( ,000 S Pleti 7B )
Nomtha 2 500 80,000 dmanad //ﬂ RS Tue 13 5m3 23,678
Prong Saly 1 6,100 65,000 BURMA ¢ @ Yam 3 1,3 941,630
Saravane w8 ;000 Quang Ngat 5wy g
Savannakhet 9 gic 280,00 Quang et Towm 9%t
Sayaboucy & w0 180w Ty Hian A osk 283,30
Visatiana 7 oo a0 Trn Thien s oneE i
Xieng Khouang 5 7,50 117,000 a_Duc 12 L TT: ,107
| Vi Bish 3 2m sl
oumoo ik i ouwo  Smms
Battasbacg 1 s 00 ‘soRre vrEmY
Koot 2 286,000
Xandal o uws om0 | o] 2ec o 1oL mIR
Ko Kong % 5,787 0,000 Bac Kan I3 1,96 85,
Xompong Cbanm. T 3,665 657,000 Bac Ninh 12 3 520, 87
Xompong Cthnang  1h 2,06 217,000 Cao Hang 2 g5e 206
Kompong Speu. 13 2,626 261,000 Dong 17 882,537
Kompong Thom. 3 10,38 261,000 Ha Glang 1 2,917 199,229
Kratie 6 4,106 111,000 Ha Hax 19 b35 180,039
Prey Veng 5 Ugk W80 o Tian % 2o3E  ee9
‘sat 15 3,%8 146,000 | )] Bat Ducng 15 3] 89k, 208
Ratanakirs 5 o8 2900 Ead Nia d o3 T
Sion Reap 2 6B emow Hoa Bisn B Tk 20k
Stung Treng L 38 25,000 Hung Yen % 299 605,539
Svay Riong 5 Lu0 2k Kien A e W)
o n LI oo Lang o0 6 ik s
Leo T 2,161 102,497
- i ‘SOUTH VIETHAM TNem Dinh 23 621 1,027,358
: o] e 20 B 6pk Lembe
oF An Olang 3 3,832 B0L,k77 Ninh Binh 22 G 59,
An N 37 ,952 276,650 Phu Tho 9 1,468 505,672
A 5 EE T ) Quang Bia a7 s Ry
roNKIN Bien Hoa B Lk eme Son Tay 10 30,53
Bink Dis 6 9,678 801,763 Thal Binh 20 73 1,164,763
Binh Duong. 2 L6r 293,693 That 5 1,28k 200,255
Binh Long 20 2,33% 64,931 Thash Eoa £ 4,122 1,598,261
B % wio aszo | | Twen 3k ik
inh. 17 4,030 34,083 Vinh Phuc Yen EEY 763 593,183
Con Son (Ts1aa) 3B & as Yen Say 8 37 Wesk
lae 9 5808 1o, 751
Dinh Tuong 27 2,220 656, Autonomous Reglon.
Gia iz 2 65,95 cr Special Zons
Hoa 0 o50% k17 .
Kien Otang % 688 kwn7 Hong Quang 29 1,20 17,428
Kien Hoa 2 o215 Sk o] That-deo 28 e TR
Kicn Phong ok 873 Viet Bac*
Kien Tuong B eor 533 o Tz E R
Kantn Lowmen %
1an Dong 13 b 9%
ZLong An 23 2,3 483,03 3 7Vt B0 Tefoncaous Ragicn 10 ooprised of
Long B oZam D L& e rgviness of Bac an 43, B0 ©, 5
Hinh Tousn L 38 13k = T s giasg (1), Son (6), Tuai Ngwen (5), and
Phong Dinh B g0 kesert = = = = = il et Guane -
" - A INDOCHINA AND NORTHEAST THAILAND
fan 4
; ETHNIC GROUPS
Mo’ oo oy
wiy
ouncs
8 g

s croue
LT 0.
L o

Houmtain Toai
12, Wit, Back and Rod T
. L. Proutl, Thal Neus,
v Tow .
15, Nung and Noarg

16 Shan

g —

MAC.TA GROUP
18, Miao (oo,

19, Yao (o)

[ -

2 wwong

MON-KHMER FAMILY

1] 22 vomer

Nexerln Khmer .
B 57 2 s

INDOCHINA AND NORTHEAST

SELECTED TRANSPORTATION
ROUTES

[ -
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[ -
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[ipetteny 3 romu

IR 5. wen
MALAYO-FOLYNESIAN FAMILY

R oo s

il @ ot

(CASACTERISTICS ATD CRPACTTIES OF MEKONG FERRTES® CURACTERISRTCS AYD CAPASILITTES OF SELSCTED PORIS pemoncion il
Mekong River, fron Sadec north fo Kratie, could accomodate up %0 25,000 short tors datly  Saigon: Fiver port for general car pecty 9,300 short, tons ser day; 8,000 Linser il @

12 siagiate shiping vere availsle:” Tevigetin butueen Gatie md fae fa intermiptedly | ot of berbing; san T hewe 200'foo chsgo Yesels Gf 23foot dart. 0 tanker berihs o

o Bl s Tl o Skl Pro et Seymaiet, Temartt Splos i vit Syt of 1 S0 3 fes il 12s aouth.  Avatlabis T o m

sevigation o the higrumter period, July tarough Yove cansloadcd  craacs of 1.5+ion capacity; 9 Shipaxa crenes of 3+ to 13-ton capact e

Lo oo TaLin 1o mord Sarard siine e Mo ), peceliciing she Paberes o e

Seaport, or general cares and FOL, ity 2,100 short tons e day; 2,000 Livenr
Nong KonaToa Doun Ferey: o double-snded 100-ton stesl. ferry targes, Tost of Lorthing 1n iner harbor; Limfeing dzpoh 13 s in SpproAch Soamnel S0 lombr parbor; 5o
i .m, 9.m a.-.n, LR Sy oen tumahont e 1 bour St ioarad =.,m,u, 08 oot s ool o sosbering Laaerh rorie whims. ATits smamagnt 3 g
= fays 2 mobile 5-ton cranes anh © fork 14T% avaiiable o Nong Fon Cranes of 2.5- %o 10-ton capacity. e v e

Mditan Savammaitiet Ferry: Vo new-type LOW's; cotisted capabelity 576 short tous per day.  Dangiok: River port for general cargo asd EOL. Cepacity 10,200 short toms per day; 03,000 Wty 8 sng natanaiy
Tindar fast of berthing; can andle vesssls vidh drates v th 25 foot, vatiable sranagar Hopronmata st

g On Ront Bk Pery: oo 20-n poverod berges; crtirmtod cepability 209 ot Sons 2 cargo coanes 0 2 50 Zorcon capacicy. v sk oF s Py e seseeices sy By en

o ey %6 vestals draving 2 oot or Lecs Pdamnarce of s
Ialtmg: suver sor o gl caro. | aputy 5,30 short, sne g fa; vertnge wiia- i sman roortion of o etonshty

TR S St rote tnforaticn o Lncs nd Nt Victous, see CASS 04 52, Jaowi 1o 1 staacd ana € 5 cargo vesecls, 1 soustal-trpe carg vesasl, and 2

for siilar taf o South Vietuas, sso CTA/TE O 60-2, Gouth Vis ighte
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